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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF MARYLAND 

GREENBELT DIVISION  

 
 
American Humanist Association, et al.,  
 
Plaintiffs, 
 
v.  
 
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning 
Commission 
 
Defendant, 
 
The American Legion, et al., 
 
Defendant-Intervenors  

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

     Case No.  8:14-cv-00550-DKC 

 
 
 

PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION FOR SUMMARY JUDGMENT 
 

Pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 56, Plaintiffs move for summary judgment on their 

claims that Defendant’s ownership, maintenance, and prominent display of a large Christian cross 

(“Bladensburg Cross”) on public property – a traffic island in the middle of a busy thoroughfare in 

Bladensburg, Maryland (“the Property”) – as a violation of the Establishment Clause of the First 

Amendment.1   

In support of this motion, Plaintiffs submit the attached Plaintiffs’ Statement of Undisputed 

Material Facts (“PSUF”), Memorandum of Law, Declarations, Transcripts, and Exhibits, and 

incorporate by reference, all evidence on record in this action, including the Verified Complaint, 

Answers, all declarations and affidavits filed by the parties, the argument of counsel, such other 

                                                
1 Plaintiffs have complied with Local Rule 105.2.c.  
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evidence as may be presented at the hearing on this motion, and such other matters of which the Court 

may take judicial notice. 

The grounds for this motion are: (1) that no facts material to Plaintiffs’ claims remain in dispute; 

and (2) that based on the undisputed facts as set forth in the PSUF, and for the reasons explained in the 

accompanying Memorandum of Law, Plaintiffs are entitled to judgment as a matter of law. 

Accordingly, Plaintiffs respectfully request that this Court grant them summary judgment on 

their Establishment Clause claims, and that the Court issue an order awarding them the following relief:  

1. A declaratory judgment that Defendant’s ownership, maintenance and display of the 

Bladensburg Cross on public property violates the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment and is 

a violation of the Plaintiffs’ constitutional rights under 42 U.S.C. § 1983; 

2. Order Defendant to remove the Bladensburg Cross from the Property forthwith; or in the 

alternative, demolish the Bladensburg Cross or remove the arms of the Bladensburg Cross to form a 

non-religious slab or obelisk forthwith;  

3. Permanently enjoin Defendant (and any successors or assigns) from displaying the 

Bladensburg Cross on public property and from taking other steps to maintain the Bladensburg Cross at 

the current location in violation of the Establishment Clause; 

4. Award Plaintiff attorneys fees pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 1988;  

5. Award Plaintiffs nominal damages in the amount of $1 each; and 

6. Grant Plaintiffs such further relief as the Court deems proper.  

Respectfully submitted,  

May 1, 2015 
   /s/ Monica L. Miller    

     MONICA L. MILLER, Esq. 
     American Humanist Association  

1777 T Street N.W., Washington, D.C, 20009 
202-238-9088, mmiller@americanhumanist.org 
facsimile (202) 238-9003 
CA Bar: 288343 / DC Bar: 101625 
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DAVID A. NIOSE 
Law Offices of David Niose 
348 Lunenburg Street, Suite 202, Fitchburg, MA 01420 
978-343-0800, dniose@nioselaw.com  
MA Bar: 556484 / DC Bar: 1024530 
 
DANIEL P DOTY 
The Law Office of Daniel P. Doty, P.A. 
5500 Harford Road, Suite 202, Baltimore, MD 21214 
410-615- 0902, ddoty@dotylawoffice.com 
Fed. Bar No. 28247 

ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFFS  
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